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A PREVIEW OF "FLORIDA'S TIMBER, 1970"

Abstract. -- The fourth survey of Florida's timber resource shows that area of
commercial forest land totals 16.2 million acres, or 46 percent of the total land.
Erosion of the forest base has continued with an actual decrease of 940,400
acres, or almost 9 percent, since 1959, Most of this decrease was the result of
land clearing for agricultural use and urban development. An additional 2,673,500
acres in South and Central Florida formerly classified as commercial forest
were reclascified either to natural rangeland or unproductive forest. Over this
same 11-year period, volume of growing-stock timber increazsed 20 percent,
from 9.1 to 10.9 billion cubic feet. In 1969, net growth of growing stock exceeded

removals by 184 million cubic feet, or 53 percent.

The fourth Statewide survey of Florida's timber resource was
completed in June 1970, and a statistical report has been issued on each
of the four Forest Survey Units within the State: Northwest, Northeast,
Central, and South, Work is underway on a comprehensive analysis of
the findings and is scheduled for publication in early 1971. In the mean-
time, this interim report establishes some of the key State totals.

The new findings show that area of commercial forest land totals

16.2 million acres, or 46 percent of the total land. This means that the
erosion of the forest base has continued in Florida. Area of commercial "
forest land has actually decreased by 940,400 acres, or almost 5 per-
cent, since the 1959 survey. An additional 2,673,500 acres in South and
Central Florida formerly classified as commercial forest were reclassi-
fied either to natural rangeland or unproductive forest in this latest sur-
vey. It has been widely recognized for years that the inclusion of these
marginal lands in the forest base tended to distort the forestry picture in
Florida. Practically no timber or evidence of reproduction occurs on
the areas reclassified as rangeland and very little timber is involved on
the areas reclassified as unproductive.

Forest industry now owns 5.2 million acres, or 32 percent of the
commercial forest, and has an additional 457,600 acres under long-term
lease. Another 2.1 million acres, or 13 percent of the commercial for-
est, are publicly owned. The remaining 8.9 million acres, or 55 percent,
are owned by farmers and other miscellaneous private individuals and
corporations. Pine and oak-pine forest types occupy almost 61 percent
of total area of commercial forest land (table 1).

Southeastern Forest Experiment Station- Asheville, North Carolina

U.S. Department of Agriculture-Forest Service

1970
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Volume of growing-stock timber on the commercial forest land
totals almost 10.9 billion cubic feet and includes over 30 billion board feet
of sawtimber. About 83 percent of the growing-stock volume is softwood
and 37 percent is hardwood. The volume is fairly well distributed by own-
ership in proportion to forest area, except on the National Forests where
average volume per acre is one-third greater than the average for the
State (table 2).

Net growth of growing stock totaled almost 532 million cubic feet
in 1969 and included 1,688 million board feet of sawtimber growth. Over
78 percent of this growth was softwood and only 22 percent was hardwood.
Here again, growth per acre on the National Forests was one-third greater
than the average for the State (table 3).

Removals of growing stock totaled 348 million cubic feet in 1969,
and included about 1,154 million board feet of sawtimber. Almost 80
percent of the removals was softwood and only 20 percent was hardwood.
It wasg estimated that 92 percent of the removals came from privately
owned forests, and forest-industry lands alone provided 39 percent of
the total (table 4).

Therefore, in spite of a shrinking forest base and a growing annual
timber harvest, the new findings show a 20-percent increase in the in-
ventory of growing stock since 1959, and that net annual growth exceeds
removals by an estimated 184 million cubic feet, or 53 percent. Most of
the forests are now under fire protection and some 2.8 million acres, or
one acre out of every six, of commercial forest have been artificially re-
forested. Trees in the older pine plantations are now attaining merchant-
able size, as evidenced by the finding that almost one-fifth of the gross
growth of softwood in 1969 was in the form of ingrowth of small trees in-
to the 6-inch diameter class. In many parts of the State, and particularly
in the Northeast Survey Unit, the establishment of the South's '"Third
Forest' is already well underway.

Although the survey shows that Florida's forests are setting a pace
somewhat ahead of current wood requirements, many of the findings are
not favorable. For example, the 16.2 million acres currently classified
as commercial forest include 2.5 million acres of nonstocked forest land
and another 5.5 million acres which are poorly stocked with growing-
stock trees. This means that the stocking needs to be improved on at
Jeast 8.0 million acres before even a conservative growth potential can be
realized. In 1969, net annual growth of growing stock averaged only 33
cubic feet per acre, a rate that certainly must be increased if Florida's
forests are to provide their proportionate share of the South's timber re-
quirements in the years ahead,

The forthcoming State report will contain an in-depth analysis of
these and other findings.

Herbert A. Knight
Associate Resource Analyst



